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MESSAGES FROM ECSA / ECSA EVENTS

Forthcoming deadlines for ECSA grants applications
Deadlines to apply for small grants are coming up in the next months:

Peter Jones Memorial Award - submit your application by 30" October 2025.

The Peter Jones Memorial Award is given to a postgraduate or early career researcher (<5 years PhD completion or
MSC graduation) for a research publication that makes a major contribution to knowledge in estuarine science,
technology or management. The prize is awarded annually and consists of a cash award of £500 and a certificate.
For additional details and to apply, please visit https://ecsa.international/grants-and-awards/peter-jones-memorial-
award

Charles Boyden fund for Small Grants — submit your application by 1* November 2025.

The Charles Boyden fund awards Small Grants ranging from £150 to £500 to ECSA members who are postgraduate
students or early career researchers, to support their research or participate to an academic conference, training
course or workshop. For additional details and to apply, please visit https://ecsa.international/grants-and-
awards/charles-boyden-fund-small-grants.
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ECSA 61: Special Session proposal submissions opening 1°* October

ECSA 6 Bridging the gap between science and policy in estuarine
and coastal marine biodiversity:thelwayforward

24-27 August 2026 | Square, Brussels, Belgium

We invite you to participate in ECSA 61 and contribute your recent findings in all aspects of coastal and estuarine
sciences. Building on the results of several Horizon Europe projects it is a unique opportunity to show the most
recent advances of coastal marine research and their applications for European and international policies.

For this purpose, ECSA 61 brings together a global multi-disciplinary community of researchers and professionals.

For the first time ECSA invites you for a 'Science-meets-Policy' day (24 August 2026), during which you have the
chance to discuss research findings and applications for a sustainable future of coasts with managers and decision-
makers from Europe and all over the world, and the ways in which these can be used in current monitoring and
assessment policies.

Save the date:

Special Sessions proposal: You have the chance to shape the program of this conference by suggesting Special
Sessions. You may submit your proposal for Special Session(s) by 24 November 2025.

Abstract submission: The abstract submission system will be open between January and 6 March 2026.

Registration: Early bird and Author registrations will open later this year and will close on 29 May 2026.



ECSA 61 is organised by ECSA and Elsevier. For more information and future updates please visit
https://www.estuarinecoastalconference.com/
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ECSA Files! upcoming webinars October-November

The next talk in the ECSA Files! webinar series will be given by Tully Osmond, a PhD student at Edinburgh Napier
University, UK, on Thursday 2" October at 13:00 BST. The talk will focus on “Biological Dark Matter: Marine
Parasites Uses and Implications for Fisheries Management”.

After that, Dr Jon Dickson, from NIOZ Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research and Marine Trees Ltd, will
present “Who lives in a pear tree under the sea? Sunken wood as a lost ecosystem” on Thursday 6™ October at
13:00 BST.

Sign up here to receive the Teams meeting invite and link in advance of this and future webinars. Updates on
upcoming webinars are also available at https://ecsa.international/events/ecsa-files-webinars. You can also catchup
with previous webinars (video recordings) on the Past ECSA Files webinars page.

We are always looking for speakers. If you are interested, please get in touch with Jonathan at
j.i.dale@reading.ac.uk.
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OTHER FEATURES/EVENTS OF INTEREST

GuardIAS Virtual Conference on Invasive Alien Species, 13-14 November 2025

We wish to invite you to the inaugural GuardIAS Virtual Conference,
& taking place 13th - 14th November 2025, as part of a series hosted by
the GuardIAS Project and its partner INVASIVESNET, funded by the

G uar European Union’s Horizon Europe Research and Innovation Programme.

GUARDING EUROPEAN WATERS Conference Theme: “Prevention of Invasive Alien Species Introductions
FROM INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES  and Biosecurity Risk Assessment”

Registration is free and the conference is suitable for researchers and practitioners including Masters and PhD
students

We are now accepting abstract submissions for oral or poster presentations under the following themes:
e Biosecurity Risk Modelling
e The Role of Al in Prevention, Biosecurity, and Risk Assessment
e Use of eDNA and Other Technologies in Prevention and Biosecurity
e C(Citizen and Stakeholder Engagement in Preventing IAS Introductions and Biosecurity Risk Assessment
e The Terrestrial-Aquatic Interface: Shared Responsibilities in Preventing IAS
e The Role of Communication in Preventing IAS Introductions and Biosecurity Risk Assessment

D Abstract Submission Deadline: September 12th, 2025



Find more information here: Welcome to the First GuardlAS Conference
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Other Upcoming Events

IFM 56 Annual Conference, 14-15 October 2025| Bristol, UK

This year’s IFM Annual Conference’s theme is “Conserving UK Fish Habitats in a Changing Environment”. In an era of
accelerating environmental change and growing pressures on aquatic ecosystems, this conference will delve into the
challenges facing freshwater, transitional, and marine environments. We will explore how habitat connectivity,
ecological resilience, and multi-sector engagement can support thriving aquatic ecosystems and sustainable fisheries
into the future whilst offering a comprehensive platform for knowledge exchange and collaboration across
disciplines and sectors. Find more information at https://ifm.org.uk/events/ifm-56th-annual-conference-2/

Coastal Resilience Symposium, 4-5 November 2025 | Palma, Balearic Islands, Spain

The international symposium titled “Coastal Resilience: Mitigating Threats for Healthy Oceans” will bring together
international experts to address the key challenges facing coastal ecosystems from a collaborative and
interdisciplinary perspective. Through scientific presentations, roundtable discussion, and participatory sessions, the
symposium aims to foster dialogue among researchers, technical staff, students, and stakeholders, promoting
sustainable solutions and long-term collaborations. Find more information at https://coastalresiliencesymposium.es/

UK Seagrass Symposium 2025, 11-13 November 2025| Cardiff, Wales

Hosted by Project Seagrass and sponsored by The Crown Estate, National Grid UK, Welsh Government and ACT
Sustainably, the symposium will drive forward discussions and actions for UK seagrass recovery, alongside providing
an invaluable networking opportunity for attendees to share knowledge on seagrass science, policy, and
management. Find more information at https://events.humanitix.com/uk-seagrass-symposium-2025

MEDIN Open Meeting 2025, 4 December 2025| Exeter, UK & online

The MEDIN Open Meeting 2025 “Unlocking the oceans: managing emerging and established marine data” is free and
open to anyone with an interest in marine data. This meeting aims to highlight the progress in addressing marine
data management challenges that have been made and to acknowledge and discuss unresolved issues around data.
Click here to submit your interest to present a flash talk at the meeting by 19t September. For more information,
please see https://medin.org.uk/events-list/medin-open-meeting-2025-unlocking-oceans-managing-emerging-and-
established-marine-data. For information on other events of the MEDIN Webinar Series 2025, go to
https://medin.org.uk/news/medin-webinar-series-2025.

Coastal Futures 2026, 28-29 January 2026 | London, UK & online

Coastal Futures is the largest ocean conference of its kind in the UK and the 2026 edition will provide delegates with
wide-ranging coverage of the critical current and future issues. The conference provides unrivalled knowledge
sharing, networking, promotion, and training opportunities. For more information, please see https://coastal-

futures.net/.
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FELLOWSHIPS/JOB POSITIONS/OPPORTUNITIES

Job Vacancies

Experienced Hydraulic Modeller | JBA Consulting
Location: Central & Southern England and Wales, UK
Closing date for applications: 12 September 2025, 23:59 BST

Contract details: Permanent; Full-time
Link: click here

Senior/Principal Ecologists | JBA Consulting
Location: Haywards Heath/Portsmouth, UK
Closing date for applications: 12 September 2025, 23:59 BST

Contract details: Permanent; Full-time or Part-time
Link: click here

Ecologist/Senior Ecologist | JBA Consulting
Location: Yorkshire, UK
Closing date for applications: 12 September 2025, 23:59 BST

Contract details: Permanent; Full-time or Part-time
Link: click here

Senior Coastal Engineer | JBA Consulting
Location: Haywards Heath or Portsmouth, UK
Closing date for applications: 12 September 2025, 23:59 BST

Contract details: Permanent; Full-time
Link: click here

Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru  Marine Environmental Assessment Officer | Natural Resources Wales
Natural Resources Wales | gcation: flexible in North Wales
Closing date for applications: 14 September 2025

Contract details: Fixed-term
Link: click here

Location: Hybrid, United Kingdom (multiple locations)

Rl Engla nd Closing date for applications: 14 September 2025

Contract details: Fixed-term (until March 2027); Full-time
Link: click here

H 2 Technical Manager (MDE Heritage Accelerator) | Historic England
o Historic ger | 8 )| g

Kent & Essex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Office| Kent & Essex IFCA

- Location: Ramsgate, Kent, UK
Closing date for applications: 14 September 2025
Contract details: Full-time

Inshore Fisheries and Link: click here

“onservation Authority
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Water Quality Modeller | Intertek Metoc

Location: United Kingdom

Closing date for applications: 14 September 2025, 12:32
Contract details: Full-time

Link: click here

Marine Environmental Consultant (Senior/Principal Grade) | Intertek Metoc
Location: UK (Liphook, Cardiff, Dundee), Remote, Hybrid

Closing date for applications: 19 September 2025

Contract details: Fixed-term (until March 2027); Full-time

Link: click here

Specialist Coastal Habitats Advisor | Natural Resources Wales
Location: flexible
Closing date for applications: 21 September 2025

Contract details: Permanent; Full-time
Link: click here

MPA Programme Technical Support | Natural Resources Wales
Location: Bangor, Wales, UK
Closing date for applications: 21 September 2025

Contract details: Fixed-term
Link: click here

Senior Marine Geophysicist | Intertek Metoc

Location: UK - Hampshire, England; Mid Glamorgan, Wales
Closing date for applications: 30 September 2025, 10:45
Contract details: Full-time

Link: click here

Coastal Geomorphologist | JBA Consulting
Location: Portsmouth, UK
Closing date for applications: 30 September 2025, 23:59 BST

Contract details: Permanent; Full-time or Part-time
Link: click here

Fisheries and Aquaculture, Various positions | MRAG
Location: London, UK
Closing date for applications: The position will remain open until filled

Contract details: Full-time

Link: for Principal Consultant/Technical Director — Fisheries & Aquaculture
vacancy click here; for Senior Consultant — Fisheries & Aquaculture vacancy
click here
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Website: https://ecsa.international/
ECSA is a registered charity (reg. no. 264006)

Compiled by: Anita Franco (anitafrancouk@gmail.com)

Disclaimer: ECSA is not responsible for faults due to incorrectness of info in this newsletter



