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Best wishes from ECSA for a great 2019! 
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Membership 2019-2020 

The membership to ECSA for 2019-2020 is due for renewal before the 1st April 2019. 
 
Membership rates are: 
Full annual member - £36 per annum (£35 if paid by UK bank standing order) 
Student member - £30 (three year membership, 1payment only) 
Institution - £100 per annum  
Sponsor - £250 per annum  
 
The ECSA membership also allows you to subscribe to the journal Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science at the 
following discounted rates:  
ECSS Journal subscription (one year) - £44 online only or £297 online & print 
These options are only available to individuals, not organisations. 
 
You can order and pay for your membership renewal and for discounted subscription to ECSS only by logging in to 
the ECSA website, at https://ecsa.international/membership/renewal  
 
Payments are accepted via PayPal (for immediate payment and activation), Online bank transfer, Standing Order, or 
Cheque. 
 
For more information, please go to https://ecsa.international/membership  
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ECSA 57 ς celebrating success 

 
 
We are proud to finish 2018 with the great success of ECSA 57 in Perth, Australia. The conference exceeded 
expectations in terms of abstract and delegate numbers. We achieved an attendance of 492 delegates from 38 
countries, with 320 orals and 154 posters presented over the three days within a 6-stream programme consisting of 
19 general and 32 special sessions (proposed and chaired by delegates).  
 

The conference was chaired by Fiona Valesini (Murdoch 
University), Chris Hallett (Murdoch University) and Matt Hipsey 
(University of Western Australia). The invited speakers were 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ 5Ω9ƭƛŀ ό[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ¦{!ύΣ [ȅƴƴŜ 9ŀƎƭŜ 
(James Cook University, Australia), Robert Nicholls (University of 
Southampton, UK), Gretta Pecl (University of Tasmania, Australia), 
Barbara Robson (Australian Institute of Marine Science, Australia) 
and Alan Whitfield (South African Institute for Aquatic 
Biodiversity, South Africa). 
 
The conference included two workshops: 1. Opportunities for 
industry engagement within and beyond research (in conjunction 
with the Harry Butler Institute, Murdoch University) and 2. Career 
development skills and pathways towards more effective and 
impactful research (funded by the Harry Butler Institute, Murdoch 
University and held at the Fremantle Maritime Museum).  

 
The conference was supported by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, EMECS, the 
Harry Butler Institute of Murdoch University, Anthropocene Coasts, Perth Convention Bureau and Tourism Western 
Australia. 
 
ECSA awarded 32 grants to support attendance at this meeting. 
These grants were allocated to students and early career 
researchers, providing financial contributions to cover travel, 
fees and childcare allowances. 
 
A big thank you to all the participants, sponsors and organisers 
who made ECSA 57 a great success! 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top 

http://www.estuarinecoastalconference.com/


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Focus Meeting on the environmental status of estuaries and coasts in India 14-15 March 
2019 

 
 
An ECSA Focus meeting on the environmental status of estuaries and coasts in India will be held in Kerala, India on 
the 14-15 March 2019.  
 
Background 
India has a coastline of 7,516 km and nearly 250 million people live within a distance of 50 km from the coast. The 
coast is indented by a number of rivers, which form estuaries at their confluence with the sea. Thus the complex 
coastal ecosystems comprise of estuaries, lagoons, mangroves, backwaters, salt marshes, mud flats, rocky shores 
and sandy stretches. 
 
The frequent occurrence of coastal disasters as a result of climate change has many impacts in terms of human lives 
lost, destroyed infrastructure, ecological damage, disrupted social networks, displaced coastal fishing communities 
from their traditional living and occupational spaces. 
 
Though human impacts on marine and coastal biodiversity are less understood and publicized than those on its 
terrestrial counterpart, their potential effects are no less threatening. The major direct threats to marine and coastal 
biodiversity can be divided into five interrelated categories: pollution (from land based and other sources), over 
exploitation of marine living resources, introduction of alien species, habitat degradation caused by coastal 
development, and global climate change and ozone depletion. Recognition of the scale of problem, the nature of the 
underlying causes, and the limited resources available to counteract powerful destructive trends will definitely lead 
to a best way of conserving the coastal ecosystems of India. The seminar will evaluate the problems and suggest 
appropriate methods to slow down the current pace of deterioration. 
 
Themes  
ω tƘȅǎƛƻ-chemical and biological processes in coastal ecosystems  
ω /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ƘȅŘǊƻƎŜƻŎƘŜƳƛǎǘȅ  
ω .ƛƻƎŜƻŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ greenhouse gas production  
ω !ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƎŜƴƛŎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ  
ω bŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ  
ω 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ  
ω wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ  
ω 9ŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ  
ω 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ Ŝcosystem  
ω .ƭǳŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴΥ /ŀǊōƻƴ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ 
 
Professor Eric J Wolanski (Adjunct Professor, James Cook University, Australia) will give the keynote address. 
 

https://ecsa.international/conferences-and-meetings


Key dates and deadlines: 
Abstract submission: 15.01.2019 
Notification of acceptance: 30.01.2019 
Registration deadline: 05.02.2019 
 
The abstract and completed registration form should send to eceiuok@gmail.com before the submission deadline. 
 
There is no registration fee for participation in the seminar. No financial support will be provided to the participants 
for travel and accommodation. 
 
ECSA will award prizes for the best posters and the best paper presentations. Up to two prizes, each consisting in a 
student membership of ECSA for 3 years, will be awarded for each category. 
 
Department of Environmental Sciences, University of Kerala 
The Department of Environmental Sciences under the Faculty of Applied Sciences & Technology was established in 
1995 as a teaching-cum-research department under University of Kerala, accredited wiǘƘ b!!/ Ψ!Ω ƎǊŀŘŜΦ  
The department has facilities for undertaking research work in Environmental Biology, Environmental Microbiology, 
Environmental Chemistry, Environmental Toxicology and Environmental Geology. The department has Young 
Scientist/Women scientist program funded by DST/KSCSTE. Significant number of international research 
collaborations were also made under different programs and schemes. 
For more, please visit:  https://www.keralauniversity.ac.in/dept/deptHome.php?deptID=13&mID=2  
 
Organizing Committee 
Patron: tǊƻŦΦ ±Φ t aŀƘŀŘŜǾŀƴ tƛƭƭŀƛ IƻƴΩōƭŜ ±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŜǊŀƭŀ   
Program Coordinator: Dr. Salom Gnana Thanga V Professor, Dept. of Environmental Sciences   
Convenor: Dr. Sabu Joseph Professor and HoD, Dept. of Environmental Sciences   
Co-convenor: Dr. Jaya D.S Professor, Dept. of Environmental Sciences   
ECSA, Conference Coordinator: PD. Dr. Tim Jennerjahn Leibniz Centre for Tropical Marine Research(ZMT), 
Bremen,Germany   
Program committee members: Dr. Sreekumar S, Mrs. Navami S.S, Dr. Prince S. Godson, Dr. Lekshmi M, Mr. Junaid 
Hassan S 
 
Further details will be posted shortly on the ECSA website, but if you have any immediate queries please contact Dr. 
Salom Gnana Thanga. V., Professor and ECSA Ambassador (INDIA), salom@keralauniversity.ac.in  
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Focus Meeting on the Forth and Tay Estuaries 30 April ς 1 May 2019 

The Forth and Tay Estuaries and the adjacent coastlines  
 
29 April -1 May 2109 Heriot Watt University Edinburgh Scotland  
 

https://www.keralauniversity.ac.in/dept/deptHome.php?deptID=13&mID=2
https://ecsa.international/conferences-and-meetings
mailto:salom@keralauniversity.ac.in


Two days of fascinating talks and presentations on the marine environment 
of the Scottish East Coast with an emphasis on the Forth and Tay Estuaries 
 
The meeting will cover a wide range of topics and be of interest to 
regulators policy makers, scientists, naturalist, those working in nature 
conservation, and any stakeholders or interested parties interested in the 
local coastal, estuarine and marine environment. 
 
The programme includes an optional field trip to look at the Forth Estuary 
and Firth, and a special event for young scientists and early career 
researchers.  
 
The Booking form is attached at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Programme 
Monday 29 April  
14.00-1600. Optional field trip to the Forth Estuary and Firth. This will be led 
by Dr. Alastair Lyndon from Heriot Watt University. There will be a small 
charge to cover transport costs. This must be booked and paid in advance. 
 
Tuesday 30 April 
09.15 ς 16-45. A full programme of presentations and posters. Coffee/Teas and a buffet lunch will be provided. 
17.15. A reception and informal workshop for Young Scientists and Early Career Researchers. This will have the 
theme of How to further your career in Marine Science and be led by Dr. Jonathan Dale (Coventry University). This 
will be free to early career participants but must be booked in advance. 
19.00 for 19.30. (Optional) Conference Dinner at the Courtyard Marriott Riccarton Hotel. This must be booked and 
paid in advance. 
 
Wednesday 1 May 
09.00-13.00. Further sessions of presentations.  
aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀ κ ŎƻŦŦŜŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨƎǊŀō ōŀƎΩ όƭǳƴŎƘύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŀ 
quick getaway. 
 
Conference presentations 
We already have an excellent selections of talks and posters confirmed covering a wide diversity of topics. These 
include inter alia: sea grasses - salt marsh restoration- pollution history -sea birds- impacts of mining ς marine 
plastics & etc. 
 
Further contributions either as posters or oral presentations are welcome. Any topic, provided it is relevant to the 
geographical area, will be considered. If you wish to submit an idea please email brief details to: awith@noc.ac.uk 
 
Venues 
Main meeting: Lecture theatre 2 (LT2), Hugh Nesbit Building, Riccarton Campus, Heriot Watt University. EH14 4AS. 
A campus map may be downloaded at: https://www.hw.ac.uk/documents/edinburgh-campus-map.pdf  
and directions to Heriot Watt can be found at: https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/edinburgh/maps-directions.htm  
 
Conference Dinner: Courtyard Marriott Hotel (on campus).  
https://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/edihw-courtyard-edinburgh-west/ 
https://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/maps/travel/edihw-courtyard-edinburgh-west/  
 
Accommodation: There is a variety of accommodation in the area but the on- campus Marriott Hotel is offering 
conference delegates a single room rate of £85.00 Bed & Breakfast for single occupancy or £95.00 Bed & Breakfast 
for double occupancy. Please quote ECSA Edinburgh2019 Group Rate when booking to get the conference rate. 
Courtyard by Marriott Edinburgh West 
2 Research Avenue South 
Edinburgh 
EH14 4BA 

mailto:awith@noc.ac.uk
https://www.hw.ac.uk/documents/edinburgh-campus-map.pdf
https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/edinburgh/maps-directions.htm
https://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/edihw-courtyard-edinburgh-west/
https://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/maps/travel/edihw-courtyard-edinburgh-west/


reservationsandevents@courtyardedinburghwest.com  
 
!ƭƭ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΩ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ awith@noc.ac.uk  
 
Series Organiser: Andrew Wither (awith@noc.ac.uk) 

Local Organisers: Prof Teresa Fernandes (t.fernandes@hw.ac.uk), Dr Alastair Lyndon (a.r.lyndon@hw.ac.uk), Colin 
Taylor (cjlt2376@gmail.com) 
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ECSA 58 / EMECS 13 ς September 2020, Hull, UK 

The next ECSA numbered international conference, ECSA 58, will be held at the University of Hull, UK in September 
2020, jointly with the 13th International Conference on the Environmental Management of Enclosed Coastal Seas, 
EMECS 13. The conference will be organised by ECSA and Elsevier. 
 
The provisional date for the ECSA 58 / EMECS 13 conference is the week beginning 7th September 2020. 
 
Preliminary details of the venue and themes are presented in this brief YouTube video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lk8Gcgk9sDI&feature=youtu.be  
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OTHER FEATURES/EVENTS OF INTEREST 
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Feral pig impacts on coastal wetlands ς measuring restoration success after fencing 

Article by: Dr Nathan Waltham, Principal Research Scientist, TropWATER (Centre for Tropical Water and Aquatic 
Ecosystem Research), Division of Tropical Environment and Science, James Cook University, Australia 
 
Coastal wetlands have been modified, impacted or lost entirely because of continuing land use change (such as 
agricultural, aquaculture, peri-urban/urban, and industrial expansion). Those remaining provide severely reduced 
aquatic and avian habitat, due to alien weed infestation and poor water quality. To halt and reverse wetland decline, 
Australia state and federal government agencies have responded by investing significant funding in various forms of 
coastal wetland system repair, mainly coordinated through Natural Resource Management (NRM) bodies.  
 
The key problem is that there is a lack of scientific data to support and give surety that on-ground wetland repair 
investment achieves water quality and biodiversity returns. Most existing and future wetland improvement projects 
have the objective of reducing invasive aquatic weeds, improving water quality and increasing usable habitat and 
marine connectivity for aquatic species, however, scientific data evaluating the degree to which this actually happens 
is not available. Scientific data and long-term evaluation methods are therefore particularly necessary to track the 
progress against broader program objectives. 
 
Across northern Australia, feral pigs (Sus scrofa) contribute wide scale negative impact on wetland vegetation 
assemblages, water quality, biological communities and wider ecological processes.  Feral pigs utilize an omnivorous 
diet supported by foraging or digging plant roots, bulbs and other below ground vegetation material over terrestrial 
or wetland areas. This feeding strategy contributes to loss of vegetation in wetlands, which contributes to soil 

mailto:reservationsandevents@courtyardedinburghwest.com
mailto:awith@noc.ac.uk
mailto:awith@noc.ac.uk
mailto:t.fernandes@hw.ac.uk
mailto:a.r.lyndon@hw.ac.uk
mailto:cjlt2376@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lk8Gcgk9sDI&feature=youtu.be


erosion and benthic sediment resuspension, and reduced water clarity and eutrophication in the late dry season.  
The fact that limited data exits on the impact that feral pigs contribute to coastal wetland restricts the ability for land 
managers to appropriately measure the consequences of feral pig destruction, but more importantly a lack of 
baseline data means measuring success following expensive mitigation efforts is difficult. 
 
An Australian Government program, National Environment Science Program Tropical Water Quality Hub, has funded 
a coastal wetland restoration science program to track and evaluate the success of coastal wetland restoration in GBR 
catchments.  The team has commenced water sampling, aquatic fauna surveys, deployed high frequency loggers to 
track tidal exchange, in addition to measuring saltmarsh carbon sequestration rates in fenced and nearby unfenced 
(pig impacted) areas.  The results are starting to emerge, and already keeping pigs out of wetlands has resulted in 
vegetation and native bird communities returning, compared to wetlands where pigs have still open access.  These 
results are hoped to offer other Natural Resource Management groups confidence and knowledge to establish similar 
restoration projects to protect wetlands elsewhere impacted by feral pig destruction.  The project is funded until 
December 2020. 
 
Dr Nathan Waltham is the Principal Lead Scientist for the Coastal Wetland Repair Evaluation and Monitoring project 
funded through the Australian Government National Environment Science Programme ς Tropical Water Quality Hub. 
For more information about this program contact Dr Nathan Waltham on Nathan.waltham@jcu.edu.au or 
@WalthamNathan 
 

 
Feral pig on outside of fencing, looking to enter the wetland 

 
Native Brogula (Antigone rubicunda) using the fenced wetland 

mailto:Nathan.waltham@jcu.edu.au


 
Feral pig in wetland before fencing complete 

 
First fish survey in the wetland ς State government, Dr Waltham and volunteer 
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Timor-Leste: from the sea to the mountains - New biodiversity book with 1000+ species 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: Gerardo Angelo 
Subject: Timor-Leste: from the sea to the mountains - New biodiversity book with 1000+ species 






















