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Our estuaries and coasts have been transformed by human activity. We have lost vast areas of important 

habitats and the services they once provided our society. We have the ability to reverse some of these 

changes and there are now many opportunities for successful habitat restoration. 

Even where pressures are abated, these habitats are unable to recover without active intervention. With the 

loss of such habitats, we have also lost the valuable ecosystem services they provide, such as flood and 

coastal defence benefits, carbon and nutrient absorption abilities, fish nursery sites, enhanced biodiversity, 

as well as the socio-economic benefits of recreation and tourism, employment opportunities and improved 

well-being.  

We have a duty to improve the ecological status and promote the conservation and enhancement of our 

estuarine and coastal waters. 80 % of our estuarine and coastal waters are at less than good ecological status. 

A key objective of our River Basin Management Plans, catchment to coast, is to achieve 75 % of our waters 

at good status. The Defra 25 Year Environment Plan also presents an opportunity to encourage more 

restorative action. The plan sets an ambition to deliver environmental net gain and to restore marine 

biodiversity, where practicable. Taken together, this drives our ambition to further restore our estuaries and 

coasts. 

REACH (Restoring Estuarine and Coastal Habitats) is our conference that brings together international experts 

from the UK, Overseas Territories, the North Sea, and Irish Sea border countries working in academia, 

government, NGOs, and industry to work collaboratively to restore estuarine and coastal habitats. 

 

Restoring Meadows, Marsh and Reef: ReMeMaRe 

Over the last 150 years, we have seen significant losses of our seagrass meadows, and we have witnessed an 

85 % decline in the area of saltmarsh and a 95 % decline in the area of native oyster reefs.  

ReMeMaRe (pronounced re-memory) is an ambitious initiative that aims to reverse centuries of decline of 

our estuarine and coastal habitats by Restoring [seagrass] Meadows, [salt] Marsh and [oyster] Reef.  

ReMeMaRe brings together a range of government bodies and is currently being led by the Environment 

Agency. However, we cannot recover our estuarine and coastal habitats alone. We need the support from 

environmental non-government organisations, industry, community groups, and academia, working in 

partnership. The initiative aims to scale up the current activity and develop a much larger programme of 

restoration. 

Fingringhoe Wick, Essex. Adapted image 

– original by Tim Mitchell 



The latest updates 

• If you missed it, check out the recorded ReMeMaRe Coastal Futures 2021 presentation online, 

where we describe what we think is needed as part of a Blue recovery to restore these priority habitats. 

• The ReMeMaRe website is now live! Please take advantage of all the great restoration resources.  

• Great news! The European Native Oyster Habitat Restoration Handbook has now been published. 

• England's restoration potential site maps for saltmarsh, seagrass and oyster reefs are all now available. 

• A Steering Group of Defra Arms-Length-Bodies has now formed and are driving ReMeMaRe forward. 

• Our new Partnership Group is growing with a range of world leading environmental organisations.  

• We are now working with Coastal Partnerships Network to create our Engagement and Communication 

Strategy, and to support Coastal Partnership engagement with restoration projects nation-wide. 

 

Our ambition 

Through our cross Defra Steering Group, we have collectively agreed our Vision and Mission. 

The Vision for the ReMeMaRe initiative is for restored estuarine and coastal habitats that benefit people and 

nature. 

The Mission is to restore at least 15 % of our priority habitats along the English coast by 2043, in line with 

the Defra 25 Year Environment Plan timeframe. 

We have developed an Engagement and Communications Strategy with the Coastal Partnerships Network 

through which we aim to establish and communicate our Strategic Goals. Nothing is set in stone and we will 

be working closely with our Steering and Partnership Groups to establish these Strategic Goals and set 

Objectives and Actions for 2021 and beyond.  Our draft Strategic Goals are as follows: 

 

• Enhance the health and connectivity of estuaries and coasts by restoring saltmarsh, seagrass, and oyster 

reef habitats, and expand our portfolio to include kelp forests, dunes, and other reef beds. 

 

• Work in partnership to increase our capacity to undertake estuarine and coastal restoration through 

collaboration with academic, public, private, third-sector groups, and the wider public. 

 

• Source innovative funding through a blended model of public, private and third sector investment to 

maximise restoration activity. 

 

• Improve protection for restored habitats by streamlining legislative, regulatory, and policy processes 

and development, to support targets set in the Defra 25 Year Environment Plan. 

 

• Lead on pioneering research and development and produce tools, guidance, and monitoring and 

evaluation resources to set a standard and continuity of practice at a national scale. 

 

• Support community engagement with estuaries and coasts for better health and well-being, and to 

maximise opportunities for sustainable growth, job creation, training, and skills development. 

 

https://oceanrecoveryconference.co.uk/
https://ecsa.international/
https://noraeurope.eu/nora-publications/
https://theriverstrust.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=432e71d9c0db44f6a3231cadfca30805
https://theriverstrust.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=0d76e12fe54046aeb3e7b0c88f87593c
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/31530300-0f98-42ac-9b68-b6c980f5383c/native-oyster-bed-potential
http://www.coastalpartnershipsnetwork.org.uk/


Funding opportunities 

As part of our support framework for our partners we will be collating all relevant funding opportunities and 

publishing them on our website very soon. We will keep you updated on all progress. 

Exploring funding opportunities - We are exploring a range of opportunities to fund restoration activities. 

These include scoping a bid for LIFE funding; working with WWF and Environment Finance to support the 

development of a Blue Impact Fund and working with several consortiums of universities for the UK Research 

and Innovation 'Sustainable Management of Marine Resources' research and development programme. 

 

Tools and Guidance 

The ReMeMaRe partners are leading on pioneering research to produce tools and guidance to set a standard 

of practice across England, with value at a UK and international scale. 

 

Restoration Handbooks - we are developing a series of best-practice guidelines for restoration of native 

oyster habitats, seagrass, saltmarsh, and intertidal habitats (using dredged sediment); the last three are 

jointly funded by the EA and Defra as part of a package of nature-based solutions projects for COP26. 

Before the recent publication of our first Handbook there was no UK-wide guidance setting out in practical 

terms how to carry out a restoration project for these habitats, leading to a range of approaches and 

standards. This is proving to be a barrier due to regulatory uncertainty among licencing and permitting 

authorities. Setting a standard of practice will streamline and reduce the costs of the regulatory process and 

encourage more projects.  

The European Native Oyster Restoration and Biosecurity Handbooks are now published and have been 

produced in collaboration with key academics, the UK and Ireland Native Oyster Network, and the Zoological 

Society of London. Handbooks for saltmarsh and seagrass meadow restoration, and for restoring coastal 

habitats using dredged sediments will be released in Spring 2021. We will let you know as soon as they are 

available. 

 

Restoration Potential Maps – The Environment Agency have released maps of where restoration of 

saltmarsh, seagrass, and native oyster bed could be undertaken to create new habitats to contribute towards 

achieving ecological objectives. The maps are accessible on the Coastal Data Explorer portal hosted by the 

Rivers Trust that is being developed as part of the Wholescale Approach to Marine Management (WAMM) 

project. The data can also be accessed through the Defra Data Services Platform.  

These maps can be considered as an initial aid to identifying potential sites for restoration, to encourage local 

discussion as part of measures for the River Basin Management plans in estuarine and coastal waters. The 

ultimate aim of the maps is to encourage more projects to come forward, creating new partnerships to 

undertake habitat restoration and improve the ecological status. 

 

Beneficial Use of Dredged Sediment - We continue to work with the Beneficial Use Working Group, a cross-

Defra group led by Cefas with representatives from eNGOs and the Ports sector. The group is exploring how 

dredged sediment can be used for coastal restoration and is currently developing a strategy and guidelines 

with positive engagement from the industry.    

https://ecsa.international/
https://nativeoysternetwork.org/resources/
https://theriverstrust.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=432e71d9c0db44f6a3231cadfca30805
https://theriverstrust.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=0d76e12fe54046aeb3e7b0c88f87593c
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/31530300-0f98-42ac-9b68-b6c980f5383c/native-oyster-bed-potential
https://theriverstrust.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d5a3fcd28b9c4cde9caf894cbc690e4a
http://www.coastalpartnershipsnetwork.org.uk/copy-of-our-projects
https://environment.data.gov.uk/


Our partners 

By working collaboratively with our partners, we can achieve far more for people and wildlife than we could 

alone. We are always open to new collaborative opportunities so please get in touch with us if you would like 

to find out more about ReMeMaRe.  

 

Steering Group 

We have established a Steering Group of government bodies Chaired by the Environment Agency to help 

achieve our vision for restored estuarine and coastal habitats that benefit people and nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rememare@environment-agency.gov.uk


Partnership Group 

Our growing Partnership Group is made up of a variety of environmental organisations, all of which have an 

interest in leading and delivering the restoration of England’s estuaries and coasts.  

 

 

 

Environment Agency Group 

As well as the Steering group and our Partnership Group, we have an internal Environment Agency steering 

group, made up of key representatives from Area teams, Flood and Coastal Risk Management and National 

Operations. 

 

For more information, please get into with the ReMeMaRe team at rememare@environment-agency.gov.uk  

mailto:rememare@environment-agency.gov.uk

