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Terms of Reference (ToR) 

Scope: The main purpose of the Connectivity in Estuarine, Coastal and Transitional Ecosystem 

Restoration Special Interest Group (SIG) will be to better connect the community of academic 

organisations and research scientists (national and international) to the practical 

implementation of estuarine and coastal habitat restoration. It will promote and facilitate 

scientific research that improves understanding of habitat and ecosystem restoration and 

Nature-based Solution (NbS) in the UK. International research and practical examples relating 

to this scope will also be used to inform discussion. The outputs and outreach of the SIG will 

align connectivity, ecosystem restoration and the associated scientific questions, with policy 

drivers, politicians and decision makers and funding sources, to help the SIG provide 

influence. There will be a particular focus on: ecosystem restoration at the landscape and 

seascape scale, how such activities should be implemented to maximise positive and minimise 

negative impacts, as well as the potential additional benefits associated with these 

approaches, such as improved habitat connectivity and complementary habitat functionality. 

In accordance with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) (2021)1, ecosystem 

restoration is defined as “the process of halting and reversing degradation, resulting in 

improved ecosystem services and recovered biodiversity. Ecosystem restoration encompasses 

a wide continuum of practices, depending on local conditions and societal choice”. Further 

details of the terms of reference (ToR) can be found in Annex I. 

 

Leads (Chairs): Dr Joanne Preston and Prof Graham Underwood. 

Technical Secretariats: Roger Proudfoot and Will Manning. 

Further details of the Group Leads and Technical Secretariats can be found in Annex II. 

 

Activity: The group may engage in a range of activities including, but not restricted to: 

i. Identifying the most important research questions, which, if answered, would have 

the greatest influence on the policy and practice of estuarine and coastal ecosystem 

restoration at the land- and seascape scale in the UK; 

ii. Engaging with the academic community, to improve co-ordination, discussion and 

involvement in the field of estuarine and coastal habitat restoration; 

iii. Promoting estuarine and coastal ecosystem restoration and membership to the SIG; 

iv. Providing a forum for discussion for those interested in the science and policy of 

relevance to estuarine and coastal ecosystem restoration; 

v. Highlighting issues around estuarine and coastal ecosystem restoration where the SIG 

could comment and/or provide support; and 

vi. Representing the SIG at relevant workshops, webinars and other stakeholder 

engagement and outreach events.  

 
1 United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 2021. Becoming #GenerationRestoration: Ecosystem 
restoration for people, nature and climate [online]. Nairobi. [Cited 10 August 2021]. 
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/36251/ERPNC.pdf. 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/36251/ERPNC.pdf
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Annex 1: Terms of Reference 

General: SIGs are voluntary groups which operate to the benefit of a specialist field. SIGs are 

governed by a committee of members but all SIGs are open for all members to participate in 

as corresponding members. Oversight of the Group will be the responsibility of the Leads. 

Budget and Support: The Group will largely be voluntary led and run. However, the Group 

will seek to establish a budget line to provide support where possible. The Group will be 

profiled on the Estuaries and Coastal Sciences Association (ECSA) website and an accessible 

discussion area will be created on an agreed platform. If a member is specifically requested 

to represent the Group (e.g., attending a government committee) then funds for travel and 

subsistence may be provided. 

Membership: Although led by members, the group may include other organisations or 

individuals with specific expertise or located in a particular geographic area as required. It is 

important however, that the Leads are the ‘filter’ through which any advice is provided or 

decision made. There will also be an open invitation to the Group on the website for those 

interested in joining and volunteer applications will be considered. All members will be kept 

informed of activities and key outputs. 

Meeting: The Group will aim to meet quarterly, although more frequent meetings may be 

called if necessary to deliver specific tasks, or if otherwise deemed appropriate and beneficial. 

It is the responsibility of the Leads to decide on the frequency of meetings. It is the 

responsibility of the Technical Secretariats to organise meetings and attendance (on the 

assumption most meetings will be held remotely). 

Reporting: It is the responsibility of the Technical Secretariats to circulate meeting minutes 

to all Group members and where key developments occur in the interim, provide updates via 

bulletins. All reporting may be contributed to by the Group Leads and/or members.  

https://ecsa.international/
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Annex 2: Profiles of Group Leads (Chairs) and Technical Secretariats 

 

Dr Joanne Preston (University of Portsmouth), Lead 
Dr Joanne Preston is a Reader in Marine Ecology and Evolution based 
at the Institute of Marine Sciences, University of Portsmouth. She 
founded the UK/Ireland Native Oyster Network in collaboration with 
the Zoological Society of London to catalyse a national approach and 
scale of oyster habitat restoration. Dr Preston provides scientific 
leadership for the Solent Restoration Project in collaboration with 
Blue Marine Foundation and is on the Advisory board for the 
European Native Oyster Restoration Alliance and Wild Oyster 
Projects. Joanne was lead editor on a suite of restoration handbooks 
for oysters and seagrass habitat and works with government, 
academia and the coastal restoration community to promote an 
evidence-based seascape approach to coastal ecological restoration. 
 
Twitter: @jprestondiggles 
https://www.port.ac.uk/about-us/structure-and-governance/our-people/our-
staff/joanne-preston 

 

 
 

Prof Graham Underwood (University of Essex), Lead 
Graham is Professor of Marine and Freshwater Biology in the School 
of Life Sciences at the University of Essex. He has worked on estuarine 
ecology, biogeochemistry, microbial ecology, and sediment-water 
column interactions for over 30 years. His interests range from 
microbial diversity and function, primary production and organic 
carbon fluxes, through to whole estuary budgets and approaches to 
restoration. He is currently Chair of NERC’s Science Committee, has 
just completed a 10 year period on the Environment Agency’s Eastern 
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee, and is a NERC Knowledge 
Exchange Fellow (2022-2025), on a project called “Delivering 
Multifunctional Natural Capital Approaches for Future Coasts”. 
 
www.essex.ac.uk/bs/staff/profile.aspx?ID=1255 
https://scholar.google.co.uk/citations?user=qqBoiBIAAAAJ 

 

  

https://www.port.ac.uk/about-us/structure-and-governance/our-people/our-staff/joanne-preston
https://www.port.ac.uk/about-us/structure-and-governance/our-people/our-staff/joanne-preston
http://www.essex.ac.uk/bs/staff/profile.aspx?ID=1255
https://scholar.google.co.uk/citations?user=qqBoiBIAAAAJ
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Annex 2 (cont.): Profiles of Group Leads (Chairs) and Technical Secretariats 

 

Roger Proudfoot (Environment Agency), Technical Secretariat 
Roger is the manager of the Estuaries and Coasts Planning (ECP) team 
within the Environment Agency (EA). In this role, he leads the 
“Restoring Meadows, Marshes and Reefs (ReMeMaRe)” initiative 
(pronounced re-memory). The Vision of ReMeMaRe is for restored 
estuarine and coastal habitats that benefit people and nature, with a 
Mission to restore at least 15% of the priority habitats along the 
English coast by 2043, aligned with the 25 Year Environment Plan 
(25YEP) time frame. He is also Chair of the UK Healthy Biologically 
Diverse Seas Evidence Group. 
 

 

Will Manning (Environment Agency), Technical Secretariat 
Will is an advisor in the ECP team within the EA. In this role, he: 
provides support to the ReMeMaRe initiative; is Chair of the 
Beneficial Use Working Group (BUWG), a subgroup of ReMeMaRe 
that aims to support more sustainable management of dredged 
sediment resources in order to support habitat restoration; and, is 
technical secretariat for the EA’s Estuaries and Coasts (E&C) 
Community of Practice (CoP), a knowledge exchange forum that 
supports the development of common understanding and consistent 
approaches to E&C management. 
 

 

 


