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Meeting Minutes, 12/09/2022 

 

Attendees 

 

Name (Initials) Organisation 

Graham Underwood University of Essex (UoEs) 

Jo Preston (JP) University of Portsmouth (UoP) 

Philine zu Ermgassen (PzE) University of Edinburgh (UoEd) 

Angus Garbutt (AG) Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) 

Joanna Harley Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) 

Martin Wilkinson (MW) Estuarine and Coastal Science Association (ECSA) 

Oli Burns Environment Agency (EA) 

Ben Green (BG) Environment Agency (EA) 

Will Manning (WM) Environment Agency (EA) 

Roger Proudfoot (RP) Environment Agency (EA) 

 

Key Outcomes 
• Membership of the SIG and associated communication and outreach was discussed. It was agreed 

that: 

o The existing SIG with the addition of a few other key academics, including representation 

from social science, would play a National Lead or Steering Group role 

(e.g., communicating a position on policy, evidence gaps, etc.); 

o A wider SIG community would be established and promoted through existing professional 

networks and related events (e.g., conferences); and 

o SIG outputs would be communicated to the wider interest groups (e.g., via the SIG 

webpage, ReMeMaRe partnership, ECSA bulletins, etc.), with invites for the wider SIG to 

get in touch with the Steering Group regarding needs and ideas (e.g., research needed or 

being undertaken, funding and bid applications, etc.). 

 

• Progress made by the Habitat Networks and Ecosystem Network was reviewed: 

o The Habitat Networks are at different stages, but each are progressing in their own areas; 

o Regarding the Ecosystem Network, there is lots of interest in this area. It was agreed that 

the ZSL Symposium on “Ecological Connectivity across Coastal Habitats” (22-24/11) will be 

the next main event and a good opportunity to raise awareness of the SIG, advocate for 

wider membership (as above) and develop the Seascape Statement, which the SIG will lead 

and that will be integrated into the work of the ReMeMaRe initiative; and 

o The presentation given by OB provided useful geomorphological context that needs to be 

incorporated into the Seascape Statement (i.e., holistic perspective considering both biotic 

and abiotic aspects of a seascape approach). 

  

https://www.zsl.org/science/whats-on/symposium-ecological-connectivity-across-temperate-coastal-habitats--moving
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Actions 
 

Initials Comments Completed 

WM Send Defra organogram and ReMeMaRe Steering Group (SG) contacts to 

JP and GU 

 

GU Speak to Gideon Henderson (w/c 19/09) re. SIG and link up to Defra (see 

above action) 

19/09 

WM Send doodle poll to PzE/JP/AG and arrange meeting to discuss Delphi 

method before starting saltmarsh paper 

21/09 

Hab Leads Let WM know of any contacts to be included a distribution list for 

emailing round SIG updates 

 

WM Publish agreed minutes on SIG webpage  

WM Draft email and send to JP/GU for sign off, inviting Emma McKinley 

(social science) to join SIG 

 

All To let JP/GU/WM know who some of the key researchers are who could 

contribute to the Ecosystem Network and Seascape Statement 

 

JP When ready, send document detailing join up between SIG, Seascape 

Statement and Symposium to WM for circulation around SIG 

 

RP Ask if ConnECTER SIG can present at Coastal Futures 2023  

AG/OB Discuss PhD students work on relationship between predicted rates of 

SLR and sedimentation within saltmarsh habitat 

 

JP/PzE To build a short SIG meeting into the Symposium (let WM know if 

anything needed re. invites/support) 

 

WM Arrange subsequent catch up with RU/RJ and PM/DS re. seagrass and 

kelp updates respectively (e.g., questions paper, development of Habitat 

Networks) 

 

JP To include reference to SIG webpage when on Symposium webpage and 

begin developing wider SIG mailing list based on interest received (WM 

to support where needed) 

 

AG To confirm date and location of potential Royal Society residential 

conference on ecosystem connectivity across terrestrial, freshwater and 

marine systems (Spring 2023, TBC) 

 

All Send key research papers to WM for inclusion on SIG webpage  

Ecosystem 

Network 

Develop an infographic highlighting the importance of connectivity in 

estuarine and coastal ecosystems 

 

Hab Leads Begin cataloguing research into the quantification of ecosystem services 

in preparation for the ZSL Symposium 
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Completed Actions 
 

Initials Comments 

JP Send the presentation used to promote the SIG to WM for circulation 

GU Discuss the SIG with Gideon Henderson (Chief Scientific Advisor to Defra) 
 
Following Action(s): 
GU has shared and seeing him at NERC Council w/c 19/09. GH was interested and 
asked how we are linked up to Defra Water and Marine teams (see Action 1 above)  

WM Develop a ConnECTER SIG webpage on the ReMeMaRe website 

PzE/WM Confirm Symposium dates and publicise the event via ReMeMaRe website and 
partnership 

MW/WM Catch up in July to discuss ReMeMaRe/SIG input into the next ECSA bulletin 

 

Following Action(s): 

MW/WM agreed to ‘launch’ this following the Symposium in November 

 

Ongoing Actions 
 

Initials Comments 

All In promotion of the SIG, highlight the use of the UNEP definition as part of our terms 

of reference (ToR). This definition encompasses both ‘passive’ (pressure removal) and 

‘active’ restoration. 

All Link restoration with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Decade of Ecosystem 

Restoration, Decade of Ocean Science and identify who we need to influence 

All Let GU/JP/RP/WM know if you are developing a funding bids that others in the SIG can 

help support 

  

mailto:https://ecsa.international/reach/connecter-special-interest-group-sig
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1. Welcome and introduction: 

1.1. Round table of introductions and apologies from GU on behalf of those not able to join. 

 

2. Review of Actions 

2.1. (WM) Review of actions completed to date and those still open (see table above) 

2.2. (All) Agreement and sign of off 31/05 ConnECTER SIG meeting minutes 

 

3. Membership 

3.1. (GU) we have been contacted by a number of interested parties that would like to be part 

of the SIG, but which aren’t necessarily academic or research focussed. Accordingly, 

wanted to use the meeting for the SIG to agree the scope of membership and function 

(e.g., do we want to retain a smaller “Steering SIG”, potentially with the inclusion of a few 

more key people and have a wider SIG community that we communicate with, or other 

ideas) 

a. (AG) Lots of interest in this area, so if we opened it up, we could easily become too 

big. Suggest retaining Steering Group to help focus Seascape Restoration as a 

National Lead and play a central co-ordination role (e.g., position on policy, evidence 

gaps, etc.), but with two-way communication (e.g., ask the wider community for 

input and invite comments from them on what the Steering Group needs to address, 

etc.). 

b. (JP) Agree with AG. We need to be clear on the purpose of the SIG and the Steering 

Group, but just co-ordinate communications to a wider SIG with a general interest 

in Seascape and ecosystem restoration. 

c. (PzE) please can you clarify how the SIG interacts with ReMeMaRe. 

i. (WM) Key outcomes from the SIG will be communicated to the ReMeMaRe 

partners to keep everyone aware of the SIG’s work (via meetings, emails, 

website, etc.). Conversely, we will invite comments from ReMeMaRe on issues 

that the SIG could address (e.g., evidence gaps). 

d. (GU) Do people agree that it would be worthwhile developing a social science 

Network within the SIG (e.g., Emma McKinley, Cardiff University and Chair of Marine 

Social Science Network) 

i. (All) agreed. 

 

4. Updates on outreach and communication of SIG: 

4.1. (WM) BG and I will be presenting ReMeMaRe (including the SIG) at the Severn Estuary and 

Norfolk and Suffolk Coast and Estuary conferences on 12/10 and 13/10 respectively. 

4.2. (JP) SIG wasn’t mentioned explicitly at ECSA #59, but the ZSL Symposium 22-24/11 will be 

a good opportunity for communications and outreach (inc. membership as discussed), all 

in the context of Seascape Restoration. 

4.3. (GU) Would Coastal Futures 2023 be a good chance to tell people about the SIG too? 

a. (RP) Natasha Bradshaw is developing the agenda. Based on feedback, restoration is 

the ‘most wanted’ topic. I can ask NB about a presentation from the SIG. The 

Restoring Estuarine and Coastal Habitats (REACH) conference is also scheduled for 

11-12/07/2023. This will be more focussed on restoration and provide another SIG 

opportunity. 
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5. Progress on Habitat Networks: 

5.1. Seagrass (WM comments on behalf of RJ/RU) 

a. Published a paper in Science on how global seagrass conservation and restoration 

contributes towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

b. Secured Natural England (NE) funding to work on Z. marina and Z. noltei genetics 

and stable isotope studies (environmental health) between Humber and Medway. 

i. Richard K. F. Unsworth, Leanne C. Cullen-Unsworth, Benjamin L. H. Jones, 

Richard J. Lilley. The planetary role of seagrass conservation. Science, 2022; 

377 (6606): 609 DOI: 10.1126/science.abq6923. 

5.2. Saltmarsh (AG): 

a. Have developed 10x questions in an international context and will develop further 

following discussion with PzE and JP regarding Delphi method applied for Oyster. 

b. The Crown Estate also keen to support a Saltmarsh Conference in Spring 2023 (TBC), 

which will provide a further opportunity to work on this. 

5.3. Oyster (JP): 

a. PzE leading on European work looking at production rates across hatcheries 

b. Native Oyster Restoration Alliance (NORA) working on genetics work to investigate 

aspects such as population structure, impact of/resistance to disease, etc. 

c. Lots of oyster projects progressing and starting to develop a more seascape 

perspective (e.g., including seagrass), which is positive and will be covered in more 

detail at the Symposium. 

5.4. Kelp (WM to catch up with PM/DS) 

5.5. Sediments (GU): 

a. Ruth Parker (Cefas) has just published a questions paper for subtidal and offshore 

sediments and GU has invited her to join the Sediments Network. 

b. Also considering inviting more geomorphologists (as boundaries are a bit more 

blurred for sedimentary systems) and those involved with the more ecological 

components (e.g., use of intertidal flats by birds). 

5.6. Ecosystem (All): 

a. (JP) All of the above Networks will be covered at the Symposium, which will focus on 

Seascape/ecosystem approaches, with links to connectivity, etc. 

b. (AG) Royal Society is also planning a residential conference on ecosystem 

functioning, including terrestrial, freshwater and marine, with a natural capital 

focus. Date TBC. 

c. (JP) At ECSA #59, there was a talk on using artificial recognition (currently used for 

facial recognition, etc.), that could be used in Australia to map habitat connectivity 

via fish behaviour. Worth keeping aware of technological improvements and other 

innovations that could help the SIG address some of the connectivity and wider 

ecosystem/seascape questions. 

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.abq6923
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6. EA Morphology Strategy and links to the Seascape Statement 

6.1. Presentation given by OB (Principal Geomorphologist, EA), regarding the EA morphology 

strategy and how this and general coastal and physical processes relate to the Seascape 

Statement 

6.2. Q&A Discussion around how connectivity was also a key element of the “morphology 

principles” and we should be thinking about physical connectivity and sediments as part of 

the wider thinking about restoring biological habitats. Some discussion around the 

necessity to support local decision makers to be comfortable about “making the step 

change” and to have convincing evidence base and case studies that show that these 

different approaches will address local problems, for example, around flood defence and 

coastal erosion. Group thought OB could be invited to future meetings where appropriate. 

 

7. Any Other Business (AOB) 

7.1. ReMeMaRe Delivery Plan 

a. Produced based on National Action Planning (NAP) workshop and other ReMeMaRe 

discussions over the last 3 years, detailing thematic Working Groups (WGs) and key 

deliverables that could be produced under each one. 

b. Awaiting feedback from partners regarding content and volunteers to lead and/or 

contribute to WG’s or deliverables. 

c. Seascape Statement is one of those key deliverables and anticipate the SIG as leading 

on this. 

7.2. Natural Capital Ecosystem Assessment Programme (NCEAP) 

a. Currently in development, but potential funding to support monitoring and 

associated research to help fill existing evidence gaps (e.g., ecosystem service 

provision and associated natural capital value). 

b. Suggest an NCEAP as a ‘hot topic’ talk at the next SIG meeting 

7.3. Next SIG Meeting 

a. Symposium overlap with the next meeting recognised, but could use a short slot 

within this to meet up (likely towards the end of the second day). 

b. Otherwise, next telecon meeting will be Q4 of the 2022/23FY (i.e., Jan to Mar, 2023). 


