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Meeting Minutes, 31/05/2022 

 

Attendees 

 

Name (Initials) Organisation 

Jo Preston (JP) University of Portsmouth (UoP) 

Philine zu Ermgassen (PzE) University of Edinburgh (UoEd) 

Angus Garbutt (AG) Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) 

Pip Moore (PM) Newcastle University (NU) 

Axel Miller (AM) Estuarine and Coastal Science Association (ECSA) 

Martin Wilkinson (MW) Estuarine and Coastal Science Association (ECSA) 

Ben Green (BG) Environment Agency (EA) 

Will Manning (WM) Environment Agency (EA) 

Roger Proudfoot (RP) Environment Agency (EA) 
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Key Outcomes 
• New members were welcomed and various positions and leads were confirmed: 

o JP and GU as Chairs (as before) 

o RP and WM as Technical Secretariats (as before) 

o Habitat Leads: 

▪ Seagrass: Richard Unsworth (RU) and Richard Lilley (RL) 

▪ Saltmarsh: Angus Garbutt (AG) 

▪ Oyster: JP and PzE 

▪ Kelp: PM and Dan Smale (DS) 

▪ Intertidal Flats and Soft Sediments: GU 

• Updates were provided on the habitat-specific research question papers: 

o Seagrass: Paper in development 

o Saltmarsh: Contributors contacted and will start redeveloping a paper that was started 

previously 

o Oyster: Produced 

o Kelp: Ecosystem services paper in development and will then begin discussing research 

questions paper 

o Intertidal Flats and Soft Sediments: Will begin developing once back in UK (01/06). 

• It was agreed that, following the publication of the restoration handbooks and alongside the 

habitat-specific research question papers being produced, the SIG would develop a ‘Seascape 

Statement”. This short document would provide a set of principles for taking a seascape 

approach, which could also be used by the SIG to engage policy, funding and support join up of 

stakeholders. 

• ZSL are organising a Symposium on “Ecological Connectivity across Coastal Habitats”, to be held 

on 22-23/11 in London. A third day will host a workshop to help bring a subset of key researchers 

together (by invitation), to discuss the Seascape Statement and the seascape approach to 

ecosystem restoration and connectivity. 

• It was agreed that in preparation for the Symposium, if possible, that each habitat network would 

catalogue what ecosystem services have been quantified, how well they have been assessed and 

where, etc.. This would be used to identify knowledge gaps and ensure that the SIG is always 

evidence-based when promoting seascape approaches. 
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Actions 
 

Initials Comments Completed 

JP Send the presentation used to promote the SIG to WM for circulation  

GU Discuss the SIG with Gideon Henderson (Chief Scientific Advisor to Defra)  

WM Develop a ConnECTER SIG webpage on the ReMeMaRe website  

WM Circulate doodle poll to JP/PzE/AG/PM to organise meeting in July to 

discuss Delphi method before starting on the saltmarsh and kelp 

questions papers 

 

JP/PzE/AG For the seascape discussion at the ZSL symposium, create a shared 

document and populate with details of what work is happening (funded), 

timelines for delivery, questions needing to be asked, shortlist of 

researchers who should be there to support discussion, etc. 

 

All To let JP/GU/WM know who some of the key researchers are who could 

contribute to the Ecosystem Network and Seascape Statement 

 

Hab Leads Begin cataloguing research into the quantification of ecosystem services 

in preparation for the ZSL Symposium 

 

PzE Let WM know when the ZSL Symposium event is on the website  

WM Promote symposium through website and ReMeMaRe partnership once 

PzE has been in touch (see above) 

 

Hab Leads Develop an infographic highlighting the importance of connectivity in 

estuarine and coastal ecosystems 

 

MW/WM Catch up in July to discuss ReMeMaRe/SIG input into the next ECSA 

bulletin 

 

 

Ongoing Actions 
 

Initials Comments 

All In promotion of the SIG, highlight the use of the UNEP definition as part of our terms of 

reference (ToR). This definition encompasses both ‘passive’ (pressure removal) and 

‘active’ restoration. 

All Link restoration with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Decade of Ecosystem 

Restoration, Decade of Ocean Science and identify who we need to influence 

All Let GU/JP/RP/WM know if you are developing a funding bids that others in the SIG can 

help support 
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1. Welcome and introduction of new members (habitat leads): 

1.1. Angus will be leading the Saltmarsh Habitat Network. 

1.2. Pip will be leading the Kelp Habitat Network alongside Dan Smale (Marine Biological 

Association). 

1.3. Richard Unsworth (Swansea University) and Rich Lilley (Project Seagrass) will be leading 

the Seagrass Habitat Network. 

1.4. GU will be leading the Intertidal Flats and Soft Sediments Network. 

 

2. Updates on outreach and communication of SIG: 

2.1. (JP) I have presented the SIG at the ReMeMaRe National Action Planning (NAP) workshop 

(19/05) and virtually at the Saltmarsh Specialist and Blue Carbon Forum (24/05). 

2.2. (WM) I have presented the SIG at the ECSA focus group meeting “The coast and estuaries 

of Essex, East Anglia and the Wash” (07/04). 

 

3. Progress on Networks and questions paper for single habitats: 

3.1. Oyster (JP) PzE produced the 40x research questions paper for Oyster. Repeating this for 

the other individual habitats would provide a good foundation for the Ecosystem Network. 

3.2. Seagrass (JP) There is a seagrass paper in progress. 

a. (WM) Richard Unsworth previously emailed to say that Project Seagras have “… just 

co-led a workshop with input from over 50 seagrass scientists on creating 100 

questions for seagrass conservation in Europe, with a lot of restoration questions 

included in it. We’re in the process of writing this up as a publication analogous to 

what you’re proposing”. 

3.3. Saltmarsh (AG) I have agreed to lead the questions paper and other key contributors are 

interested. We intend to start soon, following on from some previous work undertaken by 

Saltmarsh Net that produced a 10x global questions a few years back. During this process, 

we will also agree the scope (i.e., global, European, UK, etc.) 

a. (JP) PzE has experience of applying the Delphi method. Suggest discussing this to 

agree the framework for developing the questions. 

b. (PzE) We used Delphi for identifying priorities and a multi-stage round table 

approach for the questions, but both could be possible. The resulting discussions are 

some of the best value, therefore I would recommend round table approach in this 

case. 

3.4. Kelp (PM) nothing started yet, but interested in the Delphi method. Most work and PhD 

students are focussed on assessing recovery from the removal of historic 

processes/pressures. We are a bit wary of the coverage around local issues, such as the 

Sussex Byelaw and associated media portraying kelp as a key tool in the fight against 

climate change. Apart from such localised issues, UK is actually a bit of a 'honeypot' for 

kelp. It is therefore more important to highlight this to policy makers and use it to support 

pressure removal. 

a. (RP) are you involved in the south coast work? 

i. (PM) Yes. Blue Marine have asked us to produce a short report to support 

outreach and education. 

b. (AG) do you consider connection between kelp and softer sediment systems? 

i. (PM) Yes and it is partly why we (PM and DS) are very interested in joining the 

SIG, to better understand the connectivity between kelp and other estuarine 

and coastal (E&C) habitats 
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3.5. Intertidal flats and soft sediments (JP) Graham will be leading on this once he is back in the 

UK. 

 

3.6. (JP) We need to have a good evidence base to support the SIG and all restoration work, as 

highlighted by the kelp example (i.e., pressure removal may be better than ‘active’ 

restoration in some circumstance). Alongside the research questions papers, as part of a 

knowledge gap exercise, I would be interested in helping to catalogue what ecosystem 

services have been quantified, where and how well they have been assessed, etc. and use 

this to start describing the energy/material flows across seascapes. 

a. (PM) Dan and I are working on ecosystem services paper for kelp. 

b. (JP) As part of the promotion of the SIG, it also important that we highlight the use 

of the UNEP definition as part of our terms of reference (ToR). This encompasses 

both ‘passive’ (pressure removal) and ‘active’ restoration and it would be good to 

keep highlighting this. 

 

4. ZSL symposium update 

4.1. (JP) ZSL organising a Symposium on “Ecological Connectivity across Coastal Habitats”, held 

on 22-23/11 @ ZSL (up to ~150x people). Will be a good chance to bring people together. 

We will also have a workshop on the third day (24/11) (invitation). Can we collate/bring a 

summary of the ecosystem services quantified for each habitat to the workshop? 

a. (PzE) We will also have discussion time during Day 2, which will provide time to 

discuss specific questions 

b. (PM) Sounds good. Happy to provide a talk if needed. 

c. (AG) Yes, great opportunity. Would be good to use it to tie in with policy side of 

things too. 

d. (RP) Would also be good to include research, modelling, knowledge etc. with respect 

to the wholescale approach and what is coming downstream. Suspect this will be a 

common thread throughout the restoration questions that for each habitat will fall 

out naturally from the workshop discussion anyway 

i. (PzE) We just have to be careful with the round table Delphi approach, 

because if the question or discussion scope is too wide, it can be difficult to 

manage and focus. So, we need to be very clear about what the question is 

and what we want to get out of it. 

▪ (JP) Agree and the reason why we want to get these questions written 

out over the next month or so to support this. 

e. (AM) We are hoping to arrange the next ECSA conference to occur close to the 

Symposium. Will it be open to others? 

i. (JP) Yes, the 2-day symposium will be open (but capacity limited at ~150x) and 

would welcome ECSA attendance 

 

5. Seascape workshop output: Scope of connectivity question 

5.1. (AG) I would like to develop a set of principles for taking a seascape approach. I have 

funding to support this and it could be used by the SIG to hook into policy, funding, etc., 

providing a document to join everyone up. Thoughts? 

a. (JP) Brilliant idea. Will hopefully tie in nicely with ZSL symposium work. 

b. (PzE) Any timeline? 

i. (AG) Not really. 
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b. (RP) EA has produced a geomorphological principles paper on restoration which 

went to the Water Leaders group so we can dig that out and share 

5.2. (AG) Do we have a 'SIG Vision' or 'Seascape Statement'? 

a. (JP) Not specifically, but I am keen to develop and embed it within the Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) triangle 

b. (RP) We have found that it can be very siloed at the policy level (e.g., when trying to 

access funding), yet we know that seascape scale approaches would address 

multiple policies. A Seascape Statement would therefore help with advertising the 

SIG, the seascape approach and getting policy thinking in that way too. 

c. (WM) would be to include geomorphology and coastal and physical processes as part 

of the seascape statement. 

d. (AG) We're all primarily environmental, but is there something we could do to start 

engaging social sciences from the 'Levelling Up' perspective, maybe once the 

seascape statement has been produced. 

i. (JP) Yes, agree. Potentially include social scientists in the production of the 

statement, but focus on their inclusion afterwards (just to manage the focus 

in the short-term). 

 

6. SMMR and identifying key academics 

6.1. (JP) I wasn’t able to present at the SMMR, but it is key that we link up with the SMMR and 

group of researchers. Do we know who they are who could help draft the seascape 

statement? We have an Ocean Literacy Project. 

a. (PM) EcoWind proposal includes oyster restoration within windfarm sites. 

b. (BG) I’m on the Steering Group for the NOC and Project Seagrass ReSOW project. 

 

7. Linking science: Policy and practice outputs 

7.1. (JP) The restoration handbooks produced have been very effective. A seascape statement 

is probably one of the next big important things to produce (Section 5). 

7.2. (RP) As per above, the Seascape Statement could be used to engage Defra. We can also 

engage through the monthly Marine Outcomes Science Committee (MOSC) meetings, 

which are looking to have a coastal agenda item going forward. 

7.3. (RP) From the policy perspective, Part 1 and 3 of the UK Marine Strategy (assessment and 

measures respectively) are being proposed to be brought together so that those 

monitoring and assessing will be more closely linked with the measures to achieve Good 

Environmental Status (GES). There is a potential opportunity for the Seascape Statement 

to support this, also linking through to the UN Decades of Ocean Science and Ecosystem 

Restoration. 

 

8. Website presence on ECSA 

8.1. (WM) I will be updating the website today or tomorrow now that we have the strategy set 

up and Habitat Leads in place. I will include some text, a link to the ToR, the oyster 

questions paper, a link to the ZSL Symposium and an infographic describing ecosystem 

connectivity that was produced for the native oyster monitoring handbook (until we have 

developed this infographic more widely through the SIG). Please let me know if there are 

any improvements that you would like made to the webpage, or any other additions 

(e.g., can flag up new papers via a “News Feed”). 
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9. Actions pending 

9.1. (JP) The Decades of Ocean Science and of Restoration and the SDGs are all being 

presented at the ZSL symposium and are more of an ongoing action. 

a. (WM) Noted. I will update the action table to reflect this when I produce the 

minutes of this meeting. 

9.2. (AM) ECSA are meeting in Spain in September. Steve Mitchell is also organising an ECSA 

focus group meeting for the south coast in Spring 2023. Would be another chance to 

highlight the SIG. 

 

10. AOB 

10.1. (MW) The ECSA bulletin is currently being developed to come out in a new format. We aim 

to achieve twice a year, maybe quarterly. It would be good to include ReMeMaRe and SIG 

outputs as part of the regular communications. 

10.2. (RP) Quick update regarding ReMeMaRe. Thanks again for presenting the SIG at the NAP 

Jo. Dialogue Matters (facilitators at the NAP) are currently digitising notes and discussions 

and will be producing a summary document. This is expected towards the end of June and 

we will circulate the outputs shortly after. 


