
ECSA Photography Competition 

Earlier this year saw the launch of the inaugural ECSA Photography Competition. 
Thank you to everyone who submitted. There were a lot of fabulous entries, 
including a ‘best sunset’ debate, making it a very difficult job for the judges. After 
much debate, a shortlist of six entries was produced from which the winner 
‘Scottish saltmarsh sunset’ by Benjamin Taylor was selected. Ben’s photo was 
taken after spending a few hours sampling and capturing a time-lapse sequence of 
the incoming tide over the mudflats. Luckily it flooded before losing too much 
light and he got a pretty nice sunset to finish up the day with. Congratulations to 
Ben and thank you once again to everyone who took part. We plan to run the 
competition again very soon, dates and instructions to be announced on Twitter, in 
the newsletter and online. 

First: Scottish Saltmarsh Sunset by Benjamin Taylor 

  

This photo was taken after spending a few hours sampling and capturing a time-
lapse sequence of the incoming tide over the mudflats. Luckily it flooded before 
losing too much light and got a pretty nice sunset to finish up the day with 



Second: The Draw of Freshwater at Low Tide by Helene Burningham 

  

The photo was captured as part of a UAS survey of a large dune system at one of 
my research sites in west Donegal, northwest Ireland; although the flight was 
programmed by myself and colleague Dave Griffiths, the photo credit goes to our 
little Phantom 4 UAS! 



Third: Sampling at Sunset by Naomi Wells 

  

PhD student Mustefa Reshid braves the chilly mid-winter waters of the Peel 
Estuary (Western Australia) to set up our sampling system for measuring nutrient 
fluctuations overnight 



Runners up: 

Giants and Grains by Paul Kilkie 

  

This photo was taken during my PhD research site visit to Isle of Grain in the 
Medway Estuary. I was struck by the relationship between the stark horizontal 
planes of the landscape and the distant man-made structures, whose giant form 
seemed to dwarf and mimic the figure below. 



Villainous Crown by Michaela Larsson 

  

Crown-of-thorns starfish on the reef flat at Kia Island, Fiji. 



Sun, Sea and Snow by Marina Lima 

  

It was taken on the 27/02/2018, during the “beast from the east” cold wave, at 
Brighton beach, UK. 


